
Fr Ryan Homily 12-8-22 – The Immaculate Conception 

Read: Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Psalm 98; Ephesians 1:2-6, 11-12; Luke 1:26-38 

   So today as we come before the Lord, we do so on the feast day or the 

solemnity (which is a really big feast day) of our Lady of the Immaculate 

Conception. Now what is the Immaculate Conception? The Immaculate 

Conception was from the moment that Mary was conceived and started to grow 

in the womb of her mother Anne she was preserved from original sin. And it was 

because of what Jesus did on the cross that that was able to happen. How? 

Because God is in an eternal now. So the world is being created now before God. 

The world is ending now before God. Jesus is on the cross now before God. Jesus 

is at the Last Supper now before God. Jesus is being born now before God. And so 

every moment is the present moment now before God. And so Mary could say 

that Jesus was her Savior because what was done on the cross by Him was taken 

by the Heavenly Father and placed upon her at the moment she was conceived. 

Now everybody, that is what we call grace. She didn’t do anything for it, she was 

chosen. It was a complete gift of God. And so when we talk about we’re saved by 

grace, it’s what God does for us not what we do for God. Mary wasn’t even 

created yet and God took what Jesus would do and gave it to her so that she 

would be free from sin. Why? Because it would be her blood that Jesus would 

take into His body in His humanity. So Mary was saved by the grace of God just 

like we all are just in a different way. She to had to say yes to God’s plan in her 

life, to cooperate with that grace that was given to her, she had to say yes and 

receive all that God wanted to do for her. So must we. And in the Old Testament 

today, we heard the fall. And Adam and Eve just kept passing the buck. Why do 

you do that? Adam says because the woman. Why’d you do that God says to her? 

Because the devil. And nobody took responsibility. First we need to take 

responsibility and just know who we are. None of us can save ourselves no matter 

how good we are, no matter how closely we follow God’s commands, no matter 

how perfect we think we are before God when we compare ourselves to 

everybody else. No, we’re all messed up, we all fall short. Acknowledge it and 

then ask God to save you by His grace, by what He did on the cross and get out of 

the way. And just as God brought salvation through Mary, God will bring salvation 

through you and through me as long as we keep saying yes to His Holy Will. 

Because just like for Mary, God gives every person exactly what they need for 



whatever task He’s called them to. God gives every person exactly what they need 

to accomplish vocation, to accomplish the task, to accomplish the mission He has 

called them to. So Mary said yes in freedom just like Eve said no in freedom. 

We’re given that same freedom. God gave Mary everything she needed to fulfil 

her task just like God will give you everything you need to fulfil your task. So we’re 

reminded on this Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, we’re reminded of 

what God has not only done in Mary’s life, but also we’re reminded of the fact He 

wants to do something in your life too. There’s this man, his name is St John 

Henry Newman. And St John Henry Newman, he was a convert to the Catholic 

faith. In his mid-forties he was an Anglican priest, and he became Catholic, and he 

was incredibly influential and popular in his day, but he also lived an incredibly 

painful life. He suffered in the depths of his heart. He suffered rejection from his 

friends. Cause when he was Anglican, he was like a leading star in their church 

and when he became Catholic all his Anglican friends abandoned him. And all the 

Catholics were suspicious of this guy who had just become Catholic. And so John 

Henry Newman found himself incredibly lonely and incredibly hurting but he 

knew he wasn’t abandoned. And he knew he was going to be given everything he 

needed to accomplish the task God set before him. And at one point he wrote this 

prayer and I just wanna share it with you. It’s a prayer I hope every one of us can 

say within our hearts today and truly offer it as our own words to God. He prayed 

God has created me to do Him some definitive service. He has committed some 

work to me which He has not committed to another. I have my mission. I may 

never know in this life, but I shall be told it in the next. I’m a link in a chain. A 

bond of connection between persons. He has not created me for nothing. I shall 

do good; I shall do His work. I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my 

own place while not intending it, if I do but keep His commandments. Therefore I 

will trust Him. Whatever I am I can never be thrown away. If I’m in sickness may 

my sickness serve Him. In perplexity my perplexity may serve Him. If I’m in sorrow 

my sorrow may serve Him. He does nothing in vain. He knows what He is about. 

He may take away my friends, He may throw me among strangers. He may make 

me feel desolate, make my spirit sink, hide my future from me. Still, He knows 

what He is about. God has created you for some definitive service. He has a work 

for you that cannot be done by any other just like He created Mary for some 

definitive service and gave her exactly what she needed for the task He assigned 

to her. God has created you for that definitive service and our belief, our 



proclamation, our absolute conviction is that He will give you everything you need 

for the task assigned to you no matter what it is.  

Amen 


